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Tour Descriptions and Historical and Points of Interests
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There are three road tours to choose from on the Tour de Tick. 


The Deer Tick Tour is a 26.5 mile ride to Undercliff Café at Tipton Ford and back to the YMCA by another route.


The Wood Tick Tour is a 62 mile ride by back roads to Joplin, over to the Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri border, down the Oklahoma / Missouri State Line to Seneca, Missouri and back to Camp Crowder.


The Dog Tick Tour is 100 miles and includes most of the Wood Tick Tour but turns south to the rolling and scenic roads of McDonald County and over to the  Newtonia Civil War battlefields and the historic Mathew Ritchie House before returning to Camp Crowder





All the tours are on paved county roads and state highways.  The dogwoods should be in bloom and tour maps and descriptions will be provided at the starting area.  Mobile SAG vehicles will be traveling the tour routes.  Water stations/energy bars will be available for the 100-mile ride.





Each route will have normal vehicle traffic during the tours, so riders should be careful, wear appropriate safety devises, and be observant as usual.





How to find the START/FINISH location:


From the junction of US 71 and US 60 in Neosho, go East 2 miles (towards Neosho) to the US 60/ US 59 junction.  Turn South (right) on US 59 about 2.5 mile to County Road “D”.  Turn East (Left) on “D” two miles to the T intersection.  Go straight off the T to the YMCA parking lot.  Showers and bathrooms available. 


Registration:


Pre-registration is recommended and preferred.  Tour day sign-up: 7:00am at the YMCA.


The registration fees are:


Before April 18th: $25 per individual or $60 for 3+ immediate family members.


After April 18th:  $30 per individual





Tour de Tick T-shirts are given to all registered participants.


For more information email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tourdetick@yahoo.com" ��tourdetick@yahoo.com�


Proceeds benefit the Neosho Lion’s Club.





�





Freeman Southwest Family YMCA at


 (417) 455-9999 for additional information 





Name: ______________________________


Address: ____________________________


City, State, Zip: _______________________


Age on tour day: ____  Length of Ride: ____


E-mail address: _______________________


Amount enclosed: ______  Shirt Size: _____


Please make checks payable to the:


Neosho Lion’s Club,  P.O. Box 143,  Neosho, MO  64850


I accept the Waiver of Liability as stated on this form:


Signature:





__________________________________________________________


Application for minors accepted only with parent or guardian’s signature





Waive of liability: I know that riding in a bike tour is a potentially dangerous activity.  I know that I should not enter and ride unless I am medically able and properly trained.  Knowing these facts and in consideration of your accepting my entry, I hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators or anyone else who might claim on my behalf, covenant not to sue and waive, release and discharge any and all ride sponsors, officials, volunteers, local and state police including any and all of their agents, employees, assigns or anyone acting for or on their behalf from any and all claims or liability for death, personal injury, property damage of any kind or nature whatsoever, foreseen or unforeseen, known or unknown.
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Across the creek you can also see the old Reddings Mill Inn still in operation to this day as a restaurant and bar.  Now the route takes a jog south and then west again and winds through Wildcat Park to Grand Falls.  These are the highest natural falls in Missouri.  The tour then cuts through the Green Wood Area of Newton County to the Tri-State area (be ready for some challenging hills).  A short detour down Stateline Road (if you like) and you can circle the Tri-State Marker and visit three states (Oklahoma, Kansas and Missouri) in three seconds.  Now under I-44 to another section of Stateline and you meander back and forth between Missouri and Oklahoma.  You will see an old structure on the Missouri side that is covered in tarpaper and deteriorating.  This was an old gas station and roadhouse that was a popular stopping place back when this was a major thoroughfare.  A few miles further south and you will see a pink house on the Missouri side of the road and a gravel road that goes into Oklahoma.  The pink house was the Spooklight museum and down the gravel road about ½ mile is the historical location of the infamous Spooklight.  The tour continues into the historic Seneca Business District and then leaves east bound on Norway Road (old US 60) back to Neosho.





The Dog Tick Tour – 100 Miles


Leaves the Wood Tick Tour midway between Seneca and Neosho and turns south on CC Hwy and then Y Hwy before entering McDonald County and turning east on B Hwy to Goodman.  The tour continues east and then north towards Newtonia and Stark City before looping back to Neosho.








The Deer Tick tour -- 26.5 miles


The Deer Tick tour is a 26.5 mile tour that winds through Neosho before going north out of town along the “Old Scenic Route” road.  This road was the original U.S. 71 built by the Work Projects Administration (WPA) during the Great Depression.  This tour turns back east in front of the Undercliff Café at Tipton Ford, while the other two tours continue north.  This is a great place to stop for a glass of tea or a sandwich.  The route heads back towards Neosho along another road.  Past the caves that house underground storage and several manufacturers and back through the Neosho Square.  During the Civil War, Missouri was divided between the Union and the Confederacy.  Neosho served as the Missouri State Capital for the Confederacy, a monument on the north side of the courthouse makes note of this fact.  The tour then joins up with the out going route and returns to the Premier Turbines parking lot. 





The Wood Tick Tour – 61 miles (100 k)


Picking up at the Undercliff Café, both the Wood Tick and Dog Tick tours continue north.  Along the journey to south Joplin you will pass several interesting structures including one of the last round barns standing in Missouri.  The tour turns west at Saginaw to avoid the traffic of Joplin and heads towards Reddings Mill along Shoal Creek.  When you reach the intersection of River Road and Highway 86 (South Main Street, Joplin) take notice of the old Reddings Mill Bridge.  It is reputed to have bullet holes in it from the Missouri State Highway Patrol shooting at Bonnie and Clyde as they fled from the infamous shoot out at the garage apartment in Joplin just about 2.5 north of this location.  
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